Our Cow Molly and the sign at the Andrew family's Dungworth farm

ROBABLY the last thing you expect to

see driving in the hills above Stannington

is a sign in a field saying “Ice Cream.”

For a second you feel you’ve slipped

back in time to the days of Enid

Blyton’s Famous Five, who could find fizzy pop

and ice cream in every farmhouse or village shop

they encountered on their exploits in the
countryside.

It’s a rather big sign and there may very well be

a black and white cow or two peering curiously

around it if you reach Hill Top Lane at Dungworth.

But follow the arrow, knock on a cottage door and

you can buy a dairy ice cream full of cream and

milk that tastes exactly like the stuff the Famons

Five enjoyed. St
There may well be a
black and white cow
peering curiously

The Andrew farming family of Cliffe House
Farm have been the flavour of the summer with
their new ice cream curiously called Our Cow
Molly. People have not only been flocking to buy it,
local shops want to stock it as well.

And once licked it seems ice cream lovers are
smitten. One woman rang up to say it was just like
the ice cream she remembered as a girl.

It’s a success story born of necessity. Dairy
farmers, like others trying to get a living from the
countryside, are having to diversify. Some are
going into holiday lets, B&B or camping sites. /

The Andrews went into ice cream. A

For 60 years the family have been selling
their own milk on the doorsteps of nearby

Stannington and the surrounding villages. = 7

Its a scoop

mainly Holsteins, is sold to supermarkets through
the Dairy Farmers of Great Britain. And there’s the
rub. The milk is sold to the
supermarkets but farmers
like Graham don’t get a
decent price for it.

Grandfather Hector, now 81, took over the farm
in 1947 as a dairy operation and on a brisk early
morning on January 1 the following year started the
milk round.

Today the family have around 1,000 customers
and the farm is run by Hector’s son Graham. His
wife Theima iooks after y
the deliveries,
along with son
Daniel and his
uncle David.

That takes
up around 30
per cent of
the  milk
production.
The remaining
70 per cent
from the farm’s 80
cowW" 8,

pint and it costs us
more to produce,”
says Graham. p






